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the tribunal of my own conscience, of almost all the measures
which I saw adopted for the salvation of the social body,
undermined as it was by the errors of the eighteenth century;
lastly, too diffident to believe that my mind was of so powerful
a stamp that it could improve whatever it undertook: I had
determined not to appear on a stage on which the independence
of my character rebelled against playing a subordinate part,
though I did not consider myself capable of taking the part of a
reformer.
The care with which my education had been directed to the
wide field of politics had early accustomed me to contemplate
its vast extent. I soon remarked that my mode of thinking of the
nature and dignity of this sphere was essentially different from
the point of view from which all this was regarded by the
enormous majority of those who are called to play great political
parts.
The great names in diplomacy, both of past times and of his
own day, did not, so he tells us, inspire him with respect.
Resolved not to walk in their steps, and despairing of opening
a path in harmony with my own conscience, I naturally pre-
ferred not to throw myself into those great political affairs, in
which I had far more prospect of succumbing materially than
of succeeding: I say materially, for I have never been afraid of
failing morally. The man who enters public life has always at
command a sure resource against this danger, that is—retirement.
To the onlookers, Austria, in Napoleon's day, did not seem to
be playing a very glorious part. This, however, was not the way
matters presented themselves in Metternich's memory. "Under the
load of enormous responsibility,' he says, *I found only two
points on which it seemed possible to rest, the immovable strength
of character of the Emperor Francis, and my own conscience.*
From Metternich's Memoirs one would hardly be able to dis-
cover what he was like as a social being, although it was to his
social arts that he owed his success. He was at no time profound;
he was clever in carrying out his schemes, but scarcely exceptional
in conceiving them. He was gay and pleasant; only those whom
he was actively thwarting disliked him. Like most of the diplo-
matists of the period, but with more success than the others,
he mixed politics with love affairs. Ladies from whom political

